100tk Anniversary of Noh Stage in Fukuyama

Special Performance by the Kita School Oshima Family
(Chugoku Shinbun, 23 December 2013)

A special performance marking the 100th
anniversary of the founding of the Kita School
Oshima Nohgaku Theater was held in Fukuyama
on Dec. 22. Masanobu Oshima, 71, the fourth
generation of the family’s Noh performers,
performed the lead role in 7bkusa before an
audience of approximately 400. Tokusa, a play
on the theme of a father’s love for his son, is
staged. Mr. Oshima, a Holder of
Important Intangible Cultural Property, was the

rarely

recipient of this year’s Chugoku Cultural Award,
which is presented by the Chugoku Shimbun.

The program began with a shimai dance by
Mr. Oshima’s daughter, Kinue, 39.

translated by Nancy H. Ross
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For Tokusa, Mr. Oshima wore the mask of an old man and, in a performance marked by

economy of movement, depicted the man’s feelings for his son as the two are parted. The role of

the son was played by Mr. Oshima’s grandson, lori, 5.

In a separate play, Mr. Oshima’s son, Terushisa, 37, appeared as a shishi lion to generous

applause.

The original Noh stage was built in 1914 by Mr. Oshima’s grandfather, Hisataro. After being

destroyed in the 1945 air raid on Fukuyama, it was rebuilt by Mr. Oshima’s father, Hisami,

shortly after the end of the war. The current three-story Noh theater was built on the same site

in 1971. Regular performances have been held four times a year since 1958.



